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ADDRESS   31 October 2010      All Saints’ Day 

================================================= 
Ps 24 (TIS 13)   The earth is the Lord’s 
Isaiah 25.6-9     A feast for all peoples 
Rev. 21. 1-6a   A new heaven and a new earth 
John 11.32-44   Jesus, Mary and Lazarus 

================================================= 

 
Two weeks ago, just in time for All Saints’ Day, the Pope solemnly recognised six Catholic 

Christians as Saints – men and women who are now in the glory of heaven interceding for 

us before the Lord and who are to be venerated by the whole Church.  They included the 

Blessed Mary MacKillop, who thus became St Mary of the Cross, Australia’s first saint.     

 

Well, yes and no.  There are capital S saints and there are small s saints.  Mary has 

become Australia’s first capital S saint, but most of us have been blessed through small s 

saints, people who have inspired us and prayed for us and prayed with us and confirmed 

our faith.  But they will never have their name in the lectionary or have a church dedicated 

to their memory, or a gold coin from the Perth Mint struck in their honour. 

 

The New Testament writers refer to ‘saints’ 62 times -- hagioi, holy ones,  literally 

‘separated ones’ -- small s saints – people like us, men and women set apart from the 

majority by their belief in Jesus as Lord and Saviour, people already living in the Kingdom 

of God.  The saints are a glorious company of believers, not just a football team, however 

glorious those saints may be in their own way. 

 

There were no capital S saints in New Testament times. In the early centuries of the 

Church, local congregations began to recognise some martyrs as being saints in a rather 

special way, but the first official canonisation by the Pope was not until the 9th century.   

Since then, thousands of men and women have been recognised as capital S saints by the 

Western and Eastern churches, including Jesus himself, Saint Saviour.   

 

The capital S saints we list in Connections every week are the better-known ones.  Some of 

the others are strange.  For example, there is St Vitus, the patron saint of oversleepers – 

some of us could have done with his help when daylight saving began four weeks ago.   

Then there is St George, a Roman soldier from Syria, who is no doubt surprised to see 

himself honoured as the patron saint of 11 countries and regions:  Aragon and Catalonia in 

Spain, England, Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, Iraq, Lithuania, Palestine, Portugal and Russia 

and 17 cities, including Moscow and Tamworth.  You can find his image in churches all over 
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the Middle East.  The huge window in St James church, King St, shows him in full armour, 

with the bleeding dragon at his feet. 

 

Our Gospel today is the amazing story of the raising of Lazarus from death to life.  The 

Eastern church has recognised Lazarus as a saint since the ninth century, although nothing 

is known about him apart from this account.   The gospel presents the raising of Lazarus as 

the last of seven signs of the divinity of Jesus, and the account is deeply symbolic.  By the 

time Jesus arrived at his tomb, Lazarus had been buried for four days.  This was when          

Jewish tradition said that no trace of the soul remained in the body.  Decomposition had set 

in.  There was no doubt he was dead – his body was wrapped in linen strips, lying in a tomb 

outside the village, sealed with a large stone.  If Jesus could bring him back to life it would 

truly be a miracle, a very public miracle.   

 

The gospel records that this miracle, like many miracles before and since, had mixed 

results.  Many people believed in him, and became part of the crowd that welcomed him to 

Jerusalem soon after, crying out  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  But, 

for the scribes and Pharisees, the report of this miracle was the last straw:  they determined 

to put Jesus to death. 

 

Raising Lazarus from the dead displayed the divinity of Jesus.  The emotion that led him to 

do it displayed his humanity.  Lazarus was his friend, he wept when he saw his sister 

mourning, so he gave him a few more years of life with his family.  But in pious legend, St 

Lazarus was raised for a special reason.  He was destined to become a great bishop of the 

church.  In the year 890, some of his remains were removed from his tomb in Cyprus, his 

second tomb, and taken to Constantinople for reburial.  Other remains are still pointed out 

to pilgrims who visit the church of St Lazarus in Larnaca.     

 

One of the orders of chivalry which were born out of the tragedy of the Crusades is the 

Order of St Lazarus, which was inspired by this legend of the man who was given extra time 

on earth to do good works.  The civil arm of the order played a major part in wiping out the 

scourge of leprosy in France in the Middle Ages, and the military arm cleared the 

Mediterranean of pirates in the 17th century.    Today the order is ecumenical and 

international.  It has two major programs in Sydney, in Campbelltown and Bankstown, 

providing pre-school care to children affected by mental illness or emotional trauma.   
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The account of the raising of Lazarus is widely symbolic, it even provides the title for John 

Howard’s new autobiography, and John Howard is not generally recognised as a saint.  

Many people would say that the words ‘politician’ and ‘saint’ are antonyms, direct opposites 

in meaning.    But, for many scholars the account is problematic – some see it as 

unwarranted display of divine power, some say it comes from ancient Egyptian stories of 

the sacred mysteries, some see it as a writing-back from the early Christian ceremony for 

readmitting an apostate into the fellowship of the church.   

 

We know that, during periods of persecution, some Christians saved their lives by agreeing 

to worship the Emperor as a god, or to eat food that had been offered to idols.  They were 

generally expelled from the church, but, in some congregations, they could be readmitted 

after repenting of their apostasy.   It was a very solemn ceremony, a reliving of the Lazarus 

event --the penitents would stand outside in the dark, dressed in special robes made from 

strips of dark cloth, and then walk into the light of the church as men and women who had 

been dead in sin, but were now made alive through the grace and mercy of Christ.    

 

So how are small s saints made?  The answer is in John’s vision of the new Jerusalem, 

which we heard again this morning:  saints are made by the God who is making all things 

new.  Saints are renewed humanity, born again, baptised in water and empowered by the 

Spirit – they live in the world, but they are not of the world -- what they say and how they 

live are different from the majority, even counter-cultural.    

 

Saints are extra-ordinary people, people with different beliefs and values. They are Lazarus 

people, reborn, given a second chance at life.   For saints, their faith is more important than 

their work or their sport or their hobby;  they work as hard as they can and earn as much as 

they can to give away as much as they can, as John Wesley urged his followers to do;  their 

homes and their cars and their furniture meet their needs, not show off  their wealth;  and 

sex is a sign of a unique love commitment , not a recreation or a competitive sport.     

 

Saints are reborn to be good and to do good.  But, for most of us, sainthood is simply the 

state we are called to, the state we aspire to. Few of us fully reach that state in our lifetime, 

but the closer we come, the better prepared we will be for the time when we cross from this 

life into the next, and meet God face to face, as it were.  For us, the old things have already 

passed away, all things have become new.    
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For believers, All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, the day after, are days to celebrate our life 

in God, and the lives of men and women of the faith, and members of our own family.    In a 

few countries, like Poland and Mexico, most people stop work and flock to the country’s 

cemeteries to light candles in transparent coloured vases.  Priests and people move about 

between the graves, singing psalms and wafting clouds of incense over the crowds.   

 

Work will stop in many parts of Australia on All Souls’ Day this year, next Tuesday, but it will 

be for some horse-race, not to celebrate the dead.  Others will stop when the Reserve Bank 

announces its decision on interest rates.  In America, most people will take time off to vote.  

There, the eve of All Souls’ Day has become Hallowe’en, increasingly commercialised and 

paganised, with costume parties and bonfires, apple bobbing and visits to haunted places; 

it’s a time for playing practical jokes, or telling ghost stories or other scary tales, or watching 

horror films.  All very childish, and perhaps even dangerous, at the psychological and 

spiritual level.  For retailers, Hallowe’en fills a gap between Fathers’ Day and Christmas, so 

it is being promoted in other countries, with some success.  One more holy day has become 

one more economic stimulus. 

 

But here at St Mark’s, on Monday and Tuesday, we shall say morning and evening prayer, 

as usual, but with special prayers for the saints, living and dead.  We encourage you to 

place the names of people you would like us to pray for in the prayer request box at the 

back of the church, and join us in our prayers.    

 

Small s saints do not have haloes, but they do have an aura, the aura of divine love, and 

they do work miracles.  I encountered my first saints when I was nine years old.  My mother 

sent me to Sunday School, to the Misses Hurst.  The Misses Hurst ran the junior 

department, at the top of the big stairs at the back of the main hall.   

 

My mother had always given me everything she believed I needed, but perhaps not the love 

I felt I wanted– she was a frail little woman who could only have one child, and she had 

dearly wanted a girl. So I was a disappointment from the start.   

 

But the Misses Hurst did love me, they loved all the little children in their care.  We knew –

we knew from the way they looked at us and smiled at us when we spoke to them, and the 

way they rested their hand on our shoulder when they spoke to us.   One of the Misses 

Hurst was always up –front, running the show – she was tall and thin, her face had little 
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lumps on one cheek and her smile was a bit twisted.  Her sister was shorter and rounder; 

she was the organiser:  she made sure that we sat in the right seats and that we had our 

coloured pencils and our little Sunday School hymn books and that we did not talk when her 

sister was talking.   

 

The Misses Hurst never married, but they had a huge family -- they spent more than 50 

years in that junior department, and generations of children loved them as much as they 

loved us. 

 

The Misses Hurst loved people into the Kingdom of God.    That is what saints do.  They are 

our example.       And our inspiration.                 ╬ 
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Saints perform miracles. 

 

Melbourne Cup 3pm, half an hour after the Reserve Bank tells us whether we have to tighten our belts a bit 

more to pay off our mortgages or our credit cards.  And in America they will be voting ... so, one way or 

another, All Souls Day  ... 

 

You are invited to write down the names of friends and family members you would like remembered on All 

Souls’ Day.   Prayer request at the back of the church.  Better still, some and pray with us in the morning or 

the afternoon, or both, to join your prayers with the prayers of the saints past and present. 

 

Saints do not have to be Catholic, or perhaps even Christian, but they are called by God as they understand 

God 

 

The saints in ... 

 

We are called to be the saints in South Hurstville ... nothing more, but certainly nothing less. 

 

Many of us would be embarrassed to be called ‘saints’ – that’s because we have the wrong image of saints.  

We may think of them as goody-goodies, too heavenly minded to be of any earthly use, but when you read 

the lives of the capital S saints you find they were all too human, and many of them would have been 

impossible to live with.  That is because they put God first, they gave everything they had to the fight against 

principalities and powers ....  Just as some people commit their lives to sport, or to making money, or to 

travel, or to collecting anything from sports cars to tea cups to matchboxes,. the saints commit their lives to 

God and to the good of others. 

 

All Saints’ Day/All Souls’ Day – commemorations.  America/Poland    Tuesday, MP and EP 

 

 

Haloes – some saints have an awesome presence.   

 

Hagiography:   writings on the lives of the saints, often egaggerting their goodness and ignoring their 

weaknesses.  Some saints in the church calendar would have been very hard to live with.  These days such 

adoring biographies are more likely to be written about Norm Provan or Ron Barassi or Kathy Freeman than 

about saints, either big s saints like St Mark or small s saints like the Misses Hurst. 

 

The big S saints are a motley lot ... they include Jesus himself, St Saviour’s cathedral in Moscow ... St Mark 

our patron St George, a Turk who became the patron saint of both Greece and England, St Philomena, 

patron saint of oversleepers, and, in the Eastern church, St Lazarus.  Literature about Lazarus, and his two 

sleeps – Jesus woke him from his first sleep because he was destined to serve God as bishop of Kition in 

Cyprus.  Australia: Order of St Lazarus.     King Charles the Martyr, 30 January.  Operation. 

Jesus brought Lazarus back to life, for a while, n another very public miracle. 

John’s account describes a typical Jewish burial. Wrapped in linen strips, Lazarus’ body was buried the same 

day he died; his tomb a cave, sealed with a stone, outside the village. His sisters, Martha and Mary then 

began the customary 30 days of mourning at home, receiving the condolences of their friends and 

neighbours.   

By the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus was dead four days, the point the rabbis claimed no trace of the soul 

remained in the body. Decomposition had set in.  



8 

 

Hearing that Jesus was coming up the road, the two sisters left their home to express their grief.  “And Jesus 

wept.”  

The raising of Lazarus, which John’s gospel places immediately before Jesus’ passion and death, made the 

Jerusalem authorities finally decide to put Christ to death. It is an irony like others the evangelist makes. 

Jesus, bringing life, is put to death and placed in a tomb.   The miracle is also said to be responsible for the 

crowds who welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday. 

This is the last of the signs that John recalls to prove his case, if you like, that Jesus himself is the resurrection 

and the life of all humankind. Look at the rather odd verses before our reading:  John has Jesus saying: 

‘Lazarus is dead.  For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe’. 

 

Miracles in John are referred to as "signs." The signs are given to confirm the deity of Jesus. The seven 

principal signs from this gospel are in  

 John 2:1-11 (the wedding at Cana)  

 4:46-51  (healing the son of a royal official)  

  5:1-9  (healing at the pool of Bethezda) 

 6:1-14  (feeding of the crowd, the number not stated) 

  6:16-21  (walking non the water) 

  9:1-7   (healing of the man blind from birth) 

 11:1-46 (raising of Lazarus) 

Rudolf Steiner:  

 In the words “Lazarus, come forth,” we can recognize the call by which the Egyptian priest-initiators 

summoned back to everyday life those who had subjected themselves to the processes of “initiation,” which 

withdrew them from the world that they might die to earthly things and gain a conviction of the reality of 

the eternal. But with these words Jesus had revealed the secret of the Mysteries. It is easy to understand 

that the Jews could not let such an act go unpunished, any more than the Greeks could have refrained from 

punishing Aeschylus, had he betrayed the secrets of the Mysteries. For Jesus the main point in the initiation 

of Lazarus was to represent before all “the people which stand by,” an event which, according to ancient 

priestly wisdom, might be accomplished only in the secrecy of the Mysteries. The initiation of Lazarus was to 

prepare the way for the understanding of the “Mystery of Golgotha.” Previously only those who “saw” — 

that is to say, who were initiated — were able to know something of what was achieved by initiation; but 

now a conviction of the secrets of higher worlds could also be gained by those who “have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 

Others have seen the story as a parable of the ritual for the return to fellowship of those who had given way 

to Roman persecution and worshipped Caesar as God, or cursed Christ or eaten food offered to idols.  They 

were excluded from the Christian community, but, in some congregations, they were allowed to return – 

they wore special garments and were welcomed back, as if they had come back from the dead. 

 

 

======================================================================================= 

The Feast of All Saints is a holy day of the Church honouring all saints, known and 
unknown. This is much like the American holidays Veterans Day and Presidents Day, 
where many people are honored on one day. While we have information about many saints, 
and we honor them on specific days, there are many unknown or unsung saints, who may 
have been forgotten, or never been specifically honored. On All Saints Day, we celebrate 
these saints of the Lord, and ask for their prayers and intercessions. The whole concept of 
All Saints Day is tied in with the concept of the Communion of Saints. This is the belief that 
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all of God's people, on heaven, earth, and in the state of purification (called Purgatory in the 
West), are connected in a communion. In other words, Catholic and Orthodox Christians 
believe that the saints of God are just as alive as you and I, and are constantly interceding 
on our behalf. Remember, our connection with the saints in heaven is one grounded in a 
tight-knit communion. The saints are not divine, nor omnipresent or omniscient. However, 
because of our common communion with and through Jesus Christ, our prayers are joined 
with the heavenly community of Christians. St. Cyril of Jerusalem (AD 350) testifies to this 
belief: 

We mention those who have fallen asleep: first the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, that through their prayers and supplications God would receive our 
petition...(Catechetical Lecture 23:9).  

The Catholic Catechism concisely describes this communion among believers, by which we 
are connected to Christ, and thus to one another: 

"Being more closely united to Christ, those who dwell in heaven fix the whole Church more 
firmly in holiness...They do not cease to intercede with the Father for us...So by their 
fraternal concern is our weakness greatly helped." 
 
"...as Christian communion among our fellow pilgrims brings us closer to Christ, so our 
communion with the saints joins us to Christ, from whom as from its fountain and head 
issues all grace, and the life of the People of God itself: We worship Christ as God's Son; 
we love the martyrs as the Lord's disciples and imitators, and rightly so because of their 
matchless devotion towards their king and master. May we also be their companions and 
fellow disciples (CCC 956, 957)!  

There are thousands of canonized saints, that is those individuals officially recognized by 
the Church as holy men and women worthy of imitation. Because miracles have been 
associated with these people, and their lives have been fully examined and found holy by 
the Church, we can be assured they are prime examples of holiness, and powerful 
intercessors before God on our behalf. There are also many patron saints, guardians or 
protectors of different areas and states of life. For instance, St. Vitus is the patron saint 
against oversleeping, and St. Joseph of Cupertino is the patron saint of air travelers. It may 
sound crazy to have a patron saint against oversleeping, but keep in mind the Church has 
something meaningful for every area of our human lives. All of these saints are celebrated 
throughout the year, as many have their own feast days (for instance, St. Hilary of Poitiers, 
whose feast day is celebrated January 13). 

History 

Christians have been honoring their saints and martyrs since at least the second century 
AD. The Martyrdom of Polycarp, probably written near the middle of the second century, 
attests to this reality: 

Accordingly, we afterwards took up his bones, more precious than the most exquisite 
jewels, and more pure than gold, and deposited them in a fitting place, so that when being 
gathered together, as opportunity is allowed us, with joy and rejoicing, the Lord shall grant 
us to celebrate the anniversary of his martyrdom, both in memory of those who have 
already finished their course, and for the exercising and preparation of those yet to walk in 
their steps (18).  
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Initially the calendars of saints and martyrs varied from location to location, and many times 
local churches honored local saints. However, gradually feast days became more universal. 
The first reference to a general feast celebrating all saints occurs in St Ephrem the Syrian 
(d. AD 373). St. John Chrysostom (d. AD 407) assigned a day to the feast, the first Sunday 
after Pentecost, where in the Eastern Churches the feast is celebrated to this day. In the 
West, this date was probably originally used, and then the feast was moved to May 13th. 
The current observance (November 1) probably originates from the time of Pope Gregory III 
(d. AD 741), and was likely first observed on November 1st in Germany. This fact makes 
the connection of the All Saints Feast with the pagan festival Samhain less likely, since 
Samhain was an Irish pagan feast, rather than German. 

The vigil of the Feast (the eve) has grown up in the English speaking countries as a festival 
in itself, All Hallows Eve, or Halloween. While many consider Halloween pagan (and in 
many instances the celebrations are for many), as far as the Church is concerned the date 
is simply the eve of the feast of All Saints. Many customs of Halloween reflect the Christian 
belief that on the feast's vigils we mock evil, because as Christians, it has no real power 
over us. However, for some Halloween is used for evil purposes, in which many Christians 
dabble unknowingly. David Morrison explains the proper relationship between Christians 
and Halloween.  Various customs have developed related to Halloween. In the Middle 
Ages, poor people in the community begged for "soul cakes," and upon receiving these 
doughnuts, they would agree to pray for departed souls. This is the root of our modern day 
"trick-or-treat." The custom of masks and costumes developed to mock evil and perhaps 
confuse the evil spirits by dressing as one of their own. Some Christians visit cemeteries on 
Halloween, not to practice evil, but to commemorate departed relatives and friends, with 
picnics and the last flowers of the year. The day after All Saints day is called All Soul's Day, 
a day to remember and offer prayers up on behalf of all of the faithful departed. In many 
cultures it seems the two days share many customs. See the Oxford Dictionary of the 
Christian Church for more information.  

 

 

Imon Ushakov     Last Supper    1685   

 


